STAFF REPORT
TO:

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

KATHY PETKER, PARKS AND RECREATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:

REQUEST FROM THE 5 CITIES MEN'S CLUB REGARDING RENAMING A
PORTION OF MENTONE DRAINAGE BASIN PARK, INSTALLATION OF A
CLUB SIGN, INSTALLATION OF A PLAQUE AND INSTALLATION OF A
PUBLIC ART PIECE

~

BACKGROUND

Over the last decade, the City has been the fortunate recipient of numerous volunteer service
hours as well as park improvements from Mr. David Ekbom and 5 Cities Men's Club. The Club
has funded the rehabilitation of the Ramona Garden Park Gazebo, installed the Cliff and Mary
Lee Clark picnic area, furnished picnic tables and benches, built the Harold Hatley Memorial,
built the Skate Park restroom facility, installed lighting and barbecue pit improvements at 15th
Street Park and funded complete renovation of the single ball field at 15th Street Park as well.
More recently, the 5 Cities Men's Club undertook a number of improvements at Mentone Basin
Drainage Park. These improvements are valued at approximately $17,000 and include: reroofing and repainting the exterior of the public restrooms, new and refurbished benches,
repaired and refurbished basketball backboards, basketball and tennis court resurfacing, repairs
to the wrought iron fence surrounding the basketball courts, repairs to the chain link fence/gates
surrounding the tennis court and refurbished/repaired the brick wall dividing courts. The Club
has also offered to assist with the lighting improvement project once engineering calculations
are final.
In conjunction with the improvements, the 5 Cities Men's Club has submitted a letter of request
for the following: 1) The name of the park be renamed to: "Mentone Sports Complex"; 2) The
installation of a 1' x 8' painted steel 5 Cities Men's Club sign be installed on the east side of the
wrought iron fence; 3) a 1' x 15" plaque be placed on the exterior restroom wall facing the park
stating the rehabilitation was donated by the Club; and, 3) The donation and installation of a
public art piece in the form of a 9' full height basketball player made from black painted powdercoated steel. The Club is requesting the items stay in place at the park until the next major
maintenance upgrade is needed.
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DISCUSSION

Naming Rights Policy
The City does not have a naming policy and approves naming rights on a case-by-case basis.
At its June 2, 2014 City Council meeting, the Council reconfirmed naming decisions be made on
a case-by-case basis. For example, the playing field at 161h Street Park was named 'Ekbom
Field' after Mr. David Ekbom, who donated all the funds necessary to refurbish the area and an
Ekbom Field sign was installed on the backstop. In other circumstances, numerous
improvements and donations have been made throughout the City and the contributing party
has been recognized with a plaque.
Name Change
The Mentone Drainage Basin Park consists of one tennis court and one basketball court, picnic
areas and restroom on approximately one acre, and a drainage basin that is used as a seasonal
sports field on about 3. 7 acres, totaling approximately 4. 7 acres. By definition, a sports complex
encompasses a large expanse of land that hosts several different sport venues. If the City
Council determines that Mentone Drainage Basin Sports Complex is not suitable, the Council
may want to consider the name be changed to "Mentone Sports Courts" as an alternative, to
reflect the two courts. Staff recommends that only the area where the courts are located be
subject to Council's consideration for renaming.
Plaque
The Club would like a plaque installed to recognize their efforts on the brick wall of the restroom
facing the seating area of the park. Staff supports the placement of the plaque in recognition of
the work done by the 5 Cities Men's Club.
Public Art
The Club has commissioned a 9' full height statue of a basketball player made of steel, rowdercoated and painted black. The Club is requesting it be installed at the park facing S. 141 Street,
set back on the grass. The piece could be appropriate at the site since it is a sports related
theme. The City does not have a public art policy and the art piece has not been reviewed by
the Parks, Recreation and Beautification Commission.
ALTERNATIVES

The City Council has the following alternatives:
1. The Council could adopt the attached Resolution renaming a portion of the park,
'Mentone Basin Sports Courts'; authorize the installation of the requested sign and
plaque and refer the offer of public art to the Parks, Recreation and Beautification
Commission;
2. The Council could adopt the attached Resolution renaming a portion of the park to
'Mentone Basin Sports Complex' as requested by the 5 Cities Men's Club; authorize the
installation of the sign and plaque and refer the offer of public art to the Parks,
Recreation and Beautification Commission;
3. Decide not to approve the requests of the 5 Cities Men's Club; or
4. Provide further direction.
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RECOMMENDED ACTION

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the attached Resolution renaming a portion of the
park, 'Mentone Basin Sports Courts'; authorize the installation of the requested sign and plaque
and refer the offer of public art to the Parks, Recreation and Beautification Commission.
FISCAL IMPACT

The 5 Cities Men's Club has provided funding of approximately $17,000 toward the project.
Long-term maintenance would be low and may include minor repairs, paint upkeep and graffiti
abatement.
Some staff cost will be incurred for inspections of installations and assistance. Additional costs
would be incurred for a separate sign that has the new park name if approved. Minimal costs
would be incurred to re-print rental applications, update the Activity Guide, webpage
information, etc. Additional research is still needed to determine if insurance forms or certificates
are needed for the new named park.
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

The agenda was posted in accordance with the Brown Act. A copy of this staff report and the
meeting agenda were sent to Mr. David Ekbom, 5 Cities Men's Club.
ATTACHMENTS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Resolution Renaming Mentone Drainage Basin Park
5 Cities Men's Club Proposal Letter
Proposed 1' x 8' 5 Cities Men's Club Sign Photograph
Proposed 1' x 15" Recognition Plaque Photograph
Proposed 9' Full Height Tall Art Piece Photograph
Project Completion Photographs

Attachment 1
RESOLUTION NO. 14A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GROVER BEACH,
RENAMING A PORTION OF THE MENTONE DRAINAGE BASIN PARK TO
"MENTONE BASIN SPORTS COURTS"

WHEREAS, staff received a request from the 5 Cities Men's Club to rename a portion of
the Mentone Drainage Basin Park to the "Mentone Basin Sports Complex"; and
WHEREAS, the park consists of one tennis court and one basketball court, picnic areas
and a restroom on approximately one acre, and a drainage basin that is used as a seasonal
sports field on approximately 3. 7 acres; and
WHEREAS, the 5 Cities Men's Club has donated numerous volunteer hours on Parks
and Recreation special events and donated $17,000 in materials for the rehabilitation of the
sports courts, restroom, benches, and fences at the Mentone Basin Park; and
WHEREAS, the 5 Cities Men's Club has submitted a letter to the City Council requesting
the City rename a portion of the park in recognition of the organization's many contributions
towards the park's improvements; and
WHEREAS, the request was first considered by the Parks, Recreation and Beautification
Commission and after deliberating the matter, the Commission recommended approving the
request to rename a portion of the park to recognize the Five Cities Men's Club for its many
contributions towards park improvements.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Grover
Beach, that the City Council finds and determines that the sport related area of Mentone
Drainage Basin Park be renamed to: "Mentone Basin Sports Courts" to more accurately reflect
existing park amenities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL approves the installation of new
park signage and approves installation of the recognition plaque, as requested by the Five
Cities Men's Club.
On motion by Council Member _ _ _ _ _ , seconded by Council Member_ _ __
and on the following roll-call vote, to wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Council
Council
Council
Council

Members Members Members Members -

the foregoing Resolution was PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED at a meeting of the City
Council of the City of Grover Beach, California this 61h day of October, 2014.

DEBBIE

P~ON, MAYOR

Resolution No. 14-_

Attest:

DONNA L. McMAHON, CITY CLERK
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Attachment 2

Grover Beach City Council
Mayor and City Councilors
In July/August of 2013 the 5 Cities Mens Club entered into an agreement with your Parks and
Recreation Dept to do some much needed work at the city park located at 14th and Mentone.
Our club set a budget of $15,000 and what ever amount of labor that would be necessary to complete
our goals at the Mentone park. We are approaching the end of our project. We will run over our
budget and have contributed hundreds of hours of volunteer labor.
Our expectations were: to be recognized as restoring the park at 14th and Mentone and be
allowed to name the Park and to provide and install the first piece of Public Art to be donated to
Grover Beach as well as placing it at the Park.
We realize the name "5 Cities Mens Club 14th and Mentone Park" is slightly long so we
propose you name it Mentone Sports Complex. We ask permission to mount a metal 5 inch x 8 foot "5
Cities Mens Club" sign on the back fence between the basketball court and the drainage basin, Which
would remain until the next major refurbishing project at that location. We also request the right to
place a 12 x 15 plaque recognizing our efforts to be placed on the exterior wall near the womens
entrance to the bathroom. We also ask for the right to donate the first piece of public art, a 7 foot iron
statue of a basket ball player, to the City of Grover Beach and be allowed to install it at the new
Mentone Sports Complex. The location would be in the grass area where a tree stump is now located.
The art form would be installed on a yet to be built square concrete slab aprox 3 foot x 3 foot by 6
inches above ground.
We recognize the financial problems facing the City of Grover Beach and hope our efforts will
lead to others coming forward with similar projects and donations to help our Community.
5 Cities Mens Club

re-roof bathroom
paint bathroom exterior
R&R benches throughout park
R&R basketball backboards
R&R rod iron fence around basketball court
R&R enclosure around tennis court
R&R gates to tennis courts
repair and paint wall dividing basketball and tennis courts
resurface tennis court
resurface basketball court
provide public art statue
help with court surface lighting problems

Attachment 3

Proposed 1’ x 8’ 5 Cities Men’s Club Sign Photograph
(To be painted with a red number 5 and black letters)
Proposed to be located on east side of basketball court attached to wrought
iron fence.

Attachment 4

Proposed 1’ x 15” 5 Cities Men’s Club Plaque
(Proposed to be located on south side of restroom block wall.)

*

* Note: ‘Complex’ subject to change based on City Council’s direction.

Attachment 5

Proposed 9’ Full Height 5 Cities Men’s Club Art Piece
(Proposed to be located facing S. 14th Street.

Attachment 6 (1 of 2)

Project Completion Photographs

Attachment 6 (2 of 2)

Project Completion Photographs, cont.

